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The  Wakefield  Rural  District  Council. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 


To  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

This  abbreviated  introduction  serves  as  the  only  opportunity 
afforded  me  to  pay  recognition  and  appreciation  of  the  sterling 
efforts  put  forth  by  the  other  members  of  your  Public  Health 
Department,  in  the  service  of  safeguarding  the  health  of  the 
various  communities  in  your,  and  their  charge. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  each  has  performed  his  duties 
with  the  utmost  efficiency. 

I  would  draw  attention  particularly  to  the  sterling  qualities 
of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  who  has  for  many  years  now  closely 
collaborated  with  my  predecessor  and  myself,  with  happy  results. 
Within  limits  set  by  circumstances  outside  its  control,  your 
Public  Health  Department  has  during  the  year  1937  worked 
efficiently. 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOMAS  STEPHENS,  M.O.H. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


STATISTICS. 

Area. — 15,958  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population, 
Mid- 1936  :  17,580. 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1937)  according  to 
Rate  Books  : — 


Parish 

Houses 

Chevet 

13 

Crigglestone 

1194 

Crofton 

774 

Newland-cum-Woodhouse 

9 

Sharlston 

716 

Sitlington  . . 

938 

Walton 

375 

Warmfield-cum-Heath 

258 

West  Bretton 

80 

Total  •«  ••  ••  «.  .. 

4,357 

Rateable  Value  :  £66,493. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  :  £210. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  has  decreased  by  409, 
this  being  due  to  transfer  of  the  Parish  of  Kirkhamgate  to 
Stanley  Urban  District.  The  population  has  increased  at  a  slower 
rate  comparatively  than  the  increase  in  available  houses,  with 
the  result  that  the  problem  of  overcrowding  is  not  so  intense 
in  the  district. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Coal-mining  and  its  By-Products,  along  with  Agriculture 
are  the  chief  industries  ;  consequently  the  District  is  partly 


. 


. 


. 


' 


/ 


4 


urban  and  partly  rural.  Such  people  as  work  in  mills,  etc.,  at 
Dewsbury,  Ossett,  Wakefield,  etc.,  are  transported  to  and  fro 
by  the  excellent  road  and  rail  facilities. 


There  was  an  increase  in  employment  though  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  exists  to  a  larger  extent  than  is  compatible  with  the  economic 
well-being  of  the  people. 


VITAL  STATISTICS— 


Total  M. 


Live  Births 


{Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


310 

9 


175 

7 


Still  Births  ..  ..  15  7 

Legitimate  12  5 

Illegitimate  3  2 

Deaths .  202  117 


F. 

126  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
2  the  estimated  resident 
population  . .  18.0 

8  Rate  per  1,000  total 
7  (live  and  stillbirths) 
1  births . .  . .  47.0 

85  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  11.4 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : — 


Puerperal  Sepsis 


DEATHS 

0 


Rate  per  1000  Total 
(Live  and  Still) 
Births 

0.00 


Other  Puerperal  causes  . . 


6.2 


Total  . .  2 


6.2 


The  live  birth  rate,  legitimate  and  illegitimate  remains 
approximately  stationary.  Still  births  increased  from  22.29  to 
47.0  rate  per  1 ,000  total  births.  The  death  rate  remained  stationary 

There  were  two  deaths  from  Puerperal  causes,  as  in  1936, 
in  a  total  of  334  confinements. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30228013 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  1937. 


Net  Deaths  from  stated  causes  under  one  year  of  age : — 15. 


Cause  of  Death. 

- 

Under  1  Week. 

1 — 2  Weeks. 

C/3  i  C/3* 

1  M 

0  0 

O  0 

>  > 

CO 

<N  CO 

Total  under  1  Month. 

C/3 

+-> 

c 

o 

CO 

3 — 6  Months. 

!  6 — 9  Months. 

9 — 12  Months. 

Total  under  1  Year. 

Premature  Birth,  Malfor- 

| 

1 

mations,  etc. 

4 

4 

1 

1 

Bronchitis . . 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

4 

6 

Convulsions 

Infantile  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

i 

1 

2 

•  • 

3 

Totals  . . 

1 

4  |  .. 

..  .. 

4 

3 

* 

3 

1 

4 

11 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — - 

148  Smaller  Towns,  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  . .  55.00 

All  infants,  per  1 ,000  live  births  . .  . .  . .  47.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  47.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  00.0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (2  years  of  age  and  over)  . .  0 


/ 
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Deaths  from  other  Causes  : — 


Males  Females 

Total 

Percentage  of 

Total 

Deaths 

Cancer 

12 

11 

23 

11.3 

Heart  Disease 

25 

28 

53 

26.2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . 

3 

2 

5 

2.4 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

1.4 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation 
Premature  Birth,  and  other 
causes  . . 

6 

4 

10 

4.9 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

3 

1.4 

Influenza  . . 

2 

3 

5 

2.4 

Pneumonia 

4 

4  : 

8 

3.9 

Bronchitis  . . 

2 

2 

4 

1.9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

.99 

Total 

59 

57 

116 

57.4 

The  percentage  changes  in  the 

major 

causes 

of  death  reveal 

that  cancer,  heart  disease,  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  diphtheria, 
influenza,  were  responsible  for  a  larger  number  of  deaths  than 
in  1936  ;  whereas  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  killed  fewer  people. 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  l  (England  and  Wales,  125  County  Boroughs  and  Great 

Mortality  in  the  year  1937.  J  I  Towns,  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 

( Provisional  figures,  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS— 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time  :  Dr.  T.  Stephens, 

M.R.C.S.,  ENG.;  L.R.C.P.,  LOND.;  B.S.,  WALES. 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  Thos.  Id.  Briddick,  a.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

{Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspector  of 
Nuisances.  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods.  Diploma,  Sanitary  Training  College, 
London,  for  Sanitary  Inspection,  Law,  Science  and  Hygiene. 
Diploma,  Sanitary  Training  College,  London,  for  Meat,  Food  and 
Drugs  Inspection). 

Three  Assistant  Inspectors,  who,  acting  as  Water  Inspectors, 
attend  to  minor  nuisances  on  the  instruction  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  These  Inspectors,  being  unqualified,  are  unable 
satisfactorily  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  Public  Health  Adminis¬ 
tration. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES— 

The  examination  of  sputum,  swabs  and  other  pathological 
specimens,  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council.  Milk  is  also 
examined  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  bacterial  content  by  the  County 
Council,  wTiile  wrater  and  food  stuffs  are  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst,  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Bradford. 

BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  (in  force  in  District)— 

New  Streets  and  Buildings — Date  of  Approval  :  23/2/27. 
Slaughter-houses — Date  of  Approval  :  11/6/12. 

Offensive  Trades — Date  of  Approval  :  26/5/32. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds — Date  of  Approval  :  1/3/29. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  are  two  motor  ambulances  for  the  removal  of  infectious 
disease  patients  to  Carr  Gate  Hospital,  and  one  for  smallpox 
patients,  which  meet  the  requirements  of  the  districts. 

Ambulances  for  non-infectious  cases  are  not  provided  by  the 
Council,  and  the  public  has  to  depend  upon  the  use  of  private 
ones. 


• 

. 


* 
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It  would  be  a  desirable  addition  to  the  Ambulance  Service 
if  some  arrangement  were  made  whereby  the  public  in  cases  of 
emergency  could  secure  the  use  of  an  ambulance  in  non-infectious 
cases,  the  fee  for  which  could  be  regained  by  the  Council  from  the 
user  or  relations,  where  payment  is  within  their  means. 

NURSING  AT  HOME— 

(a)  General  Nursing  :  No.  arrangements  by  the  Council. 

(b)  Nursing  of  Infectious  Cases  :  No  arrangements  for 
nursing  at  home. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

All  clinics  and  treatment  centres  are  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  Diphtheria  immunisation 
is  carried  out  by  the  M.O.H.  and  private  practitioners. 

HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS— 

(a)  General  Infectious  Diseases  : 

(1)  Carr  Gate  Isolation  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

(2)  Cardigan  Smallpox  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

( b )  Voluntary  Hospitals. 

The  hospitals  used  by  the  inhabitants  in  the  area  for 
accidents  and  general  diseases  are  : — 

(1)  Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

(2)  Leeds  Infirmary. 

(3)  Women’s  Hospital,  Leeds. 

The  Council  has  made  no  arrangements  for  the  admission 
of  patients  into  these  voluntary  institutions. 

Some  bodies  of  workmen,  e.g.  coal  miners,  make  contribu¬ 
tions  at  fixed  intervals,  e.g.  weekly,  to  these  voluntary  institutions 
whereby  their  claim  to  admission,  free  treatment,  etc.,  is  secured. 

(c)  Public  Assistance  Hospital  : 

County  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION- 
HOSPITAL,  Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  Carr  Gate  Hospital  at  the  time  of  its  erection  was 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  area,  but  the  time  has  arrived 
when  it  should  be  enlarged  and  modernised. 


J 

/ 


10 


The  hospital  is  governed  by  representatives  from  the  Rural 
District  of  Wakefield,  the  Urban  District  Councils  of  East  and 
West  Ardsley,  and  Stanley. 

Persons  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fe\er  and  Enteric 
Fever  from  these  districts  are  admitted  and  treated  in  this  hospital. 

Occasionally,  other  infectious  diseases,  e.g.  measles,  petussis, 
mumps,  are  admitted,  but  as  a  rule  accommodation  will  not 
allow  their  admission.  Usually  their  admission  follows  as  a 
result  of  doubtful  diagnosis,  segregation  being  carried  out  until 
diagnosis  is  established.  Accommodation  suffers  as  a  result  of 
the  absence  of  an  observation  block. 

Accommodation  is  provided  for  cases  of  erysipelas  at  the 
Carr  Gate  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  County  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

Cardigan  Smallpox  Hospital. 

This  hospital  is  governed  by  a  Smallpox  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  comprising  of  representatives  from  the  City  of  Wakefield, 
the  Wakefield  Rural  District  Council,  the  Urban  District  Councils 
of  East  and  West  Ardsley,  Stanley,  Methley,  Horbury  and  Roth- 
well,  and  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Hunslet. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  leased  to  the  West  Riding  County 
Council,  and  used  as  a  sanatorium.  The  County  Council  has 
entered  into  an  agreement  to  vacate  immediately  these  premises 
should  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  occur  in  any  of  the  above  districts. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — With  the  exception  of  a  few  isolated  houses  the 
district  is  well  supplied  with  water  for  domestic  purposes. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE— 

Sewers  are  required  in  the  parishes  of  Warmfield-Cum-Heath, 
Sharlston,  Crofton,  Crigglestone,  Sitlington  and  Bretton. 

In  the  parish  of  Warmfield-Cum-Heath  with  the  exception 
ot  the  new  Council  Houses  the  whole  of  the  houses  drain  into 
cesspools  or  open  ditches. 

In  the  hamlet  of  Warmfield  the  conditions  are  very  unsatis¬ 
factory.  Several  of  these  open  ditches  are  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year  full  of  stagnant  sewage,  some  of  them  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  public  footpath. 

Spring  Hill  Area  in  the  Parish  of  Crofton  drains  into  the 
Brook  which  flows  through  that  part  of  the  district.  A  scheme 
for  its  drainage  is  now  under  consideration. 

In  the  Parish  of  Sharlston,  Foulby  Area  is  developing  and 
here  cesspools  are  constructed  to  take  the  drainage  from  all  the 
houses. 

This  area  is  one  in  which  developments  would  rapidly  proceed 
if  there  was  an  efficient  sewer  constructed. 

Woolley  Moor,  Dennington  and  Great  Cliffe ,  in  the  Parish  of 
Crigglestone  are  unsatisfactorily  sewered.  At  Dennington  the 
house  drains  discharge  into  the  brook,  at  Great  Cliffe  part  of  the 
houses  discharge  into  an  open  ditch  and  the  remainder  into  the 
covered  drain  discharging  into  the  stream,  near  the  Railway 
Station. 

Throughout  the  district  individual  house  drainage  may  be 
considered  fairly  satisfactory,  inefficient  sewers  are  the  greatest 
drawback  in  the  parts  of  the  parishes  referred  to. 

All  sewage  works  in  the  district  are  quite  satisfactory  and 
the  sewage  conveyed  thereto  has  been  treated  in  an  efficient 
manner. 


The  number  of  houses  not  connected  to  sewers  is  230. 


■ 


•  . 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS— 

There  were  no  complaints  from  the  West  Riding  of  York¬ 
shire  Rivers  Board  regarding  any  of  the  effluents  from  the  sewage 
works  except  Horbury  Bridge  Sewage  Works,  and  instructions 
have  been  given  to  remedy  the  complaint. 

Pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  is  prevalent  in  Crigglestone 
and  Crofton.  This  pollution  taking  place  through  the  house 
drainage  finding  its  way  direct  without  treatment. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION— 

No  fewer  than  123  privy  middens  were  converted  during 
1937,  a  most  satisfactory  increase. 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  closets  remaining  at 
the  end  of  1935,  the  number  converted  during  the  past  ten  years, 
and  the  number  that  should  be  converted  at  an  early  date. 

Types  of  Closet  Accommodation  in  the  District. 

Water  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2581 

Slop  Closets  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  - — • 

Tub  Closets  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  248 

Privy  Middens  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  580 


Conversions  during  the  past  Ten  Years. 


Year 

No.  of 

Privy  Middens 
converted  to 
Water  Closets 

No.  of 

Tub  Closets 
converted  to 
Water  Closets 

No.  of 

Privy  Middens 
converted  to 
Tub  Closets 

Total 

1927 

16 

6 

22 

1928 

15 

— 

— 

15 

1929 

14 

— 

1 

15 

1930 

28 

24 

— 

52 

1931 

25 

15 

— 

40 

1932 

75 

42 

— 

117 

1933 

23 

2 

25 

1934 

14 

— 

— 

14 

1935 

128 

— 

— 

128 

1936 

44 

— 

— 

44 

1937 

123 

— 

123 

Total 

505 

i 

83 

7 

595 

. 


13 


SCAVENGING— 

The  scavenging  throughout  the  year  was  well  carried  out. 

Mechanical  vehicles  are  now  used  for  the  purpose.  This 
system  commenced  1st  May,  1937,  and  the  whole  of  the  district 
is  done  by  direct  labour. 

House  refuse  and  privy  contents  are  disposed  of  by  tipping 
into  quarries  and  disused  coal-outcrop  workings,  which  are 
periodically  inspected,  and  every  care  is  taken  to  prevent  any 
nuisance.  Workmen,  whose  duty  it  is  to  keep  the  tips  in  order, 
regularly  cover  them  with  soil. 

The  problem  of  the  disposal  of  the  contents  of  cesspools  is 
being  overcome,  since  the  purchase  of  a  motor  cesspit  emptier, 
which  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 


/ 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  tables,  the  duties  of  the 
Sanitary  Staff  continue  to  mount. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  134 

Cowsheds  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  364 

Slaughter-houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  459 

Interviews  and  Appointments  in  district  . .  . .  340 

Investigations  of  Complaints  ..  ..  ..  ..  116 

Inspections  of  Works  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  325 
Houses  Inspected  (Housing  Act)  and  recorded  . .  681 

Works  re  Housing  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  235 

Drain  Testing  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  44 

Workshops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  59 

Petroleum  Stores  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  187 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Samples  of  Milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

Smoke  Observations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Tents  and  Vans  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Refuse  Tips  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  173 

Schools  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Offensive  Trades. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

< 

Scavenging  Visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  173 

Visits  Re  Privy  Midden  Conversion  . .  . .  . .  21 

Revisits  to  Nuisances  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Quarry  Fencing  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Fish  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 


Total  3,597 
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Number 

of  Statutory  Notices  served  (Public  Health 

Act) 

12 

Do 

Statutory  Notices,  Public  Health  Act 

(Sec.  36) 

1 

Do 

Statutory  Notices,  Public  Health  Amend- 

ment  Act  (Sec.  39) 

18 

Do 

Statutory  Notices  (sec.  9)  Housing  Act, 

1936  . 

20 

Do 

Statutory  Notices,  (Sec.  48)  Housing  Act. 

1930  . 

1 

Do 

Statutory  Notices,  Housing  Act  1930 

(Sec.  18) . . 

— - 

Do 

Statutory  Notices,  Housing  Act  1936 

(Sec.  11) . 

71 

Do 

Statutory  Notices,  (Sec.  62)  Housing  Act, 

1936  . 

75 

Do 

Statutory  Notices,  Sec.  51)  Housing  Act, 

1935  . 

1 

Do 

Informal  Notices  served  . . 

85 

Do 

Letters  sent  . . 

776 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  Sanitary  Committee 

31 

Number  of  reported  nuisances  outstanding,  1935 

— 

31 


Number  abated  on  Service  of  Statutory  Notice  (Public 
Health  Acts) . . 

31 

Do 

abated  before  Statutory  Notice  was  served  .  . 

- — - 

Do 

of  reported  nuisances  outstanding,  1936 

— 

31 


. 
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Improvements  Effected. 

No.  of  Privies  converted  into  water  closets  . . 

123 

>  > 

New  water  closets  erected  at  old  property 

— 

9  9 

Tub  closets  converted  into  water  closets 

— 

>9 

Tub  Closets  repaired 

54 

9  9 

Privy  Middens  abolished 

44 

9  y 

Tub  Closets  abolished. . 

— 

)  9 

Water  Closets  repaired 

49 

)  9 

Privy  middens  repaired 

196 

9  > 

New  ashbins  provided.  . 

9 9 

New  drains  constructed 

125 

y  > 

New  gullies  fixed 

65 

y  y 

Slopstone  sinks  provided  and  renewed 

41 

9  9 

Waste  pipes  renewed  and  trapped 

44 

9  9 

Inspection  chambers  built  and  repaired 

33 

9  9 

Ventilating  shafts  to  drains  . . 

25 

9  9 

Stopped  drains  released 

60 

9  t 

Lighting,  ventilation  and  floors 

115 

9  t 

Windows  repaired 

82 

9  9 

Ceilings  repaired 

35 

9  9 

Eaves,  spouts  and  downpipes  repaired 

83 

9  9 

Roofs  repaired 

43 

9  9 

Flooding  of  cellars  remedied  . . 

6 

9  9 

Houses  where  dampness  was  remedied 

48 

9  9 

Nuisances  abated  arising  from  keeping  of  animals. . 

10 

9  9 

Dirty  houses  cleaned  . .  . .  '  . . 

9  9 

Offensive  accumulation 

15 

9  9 

Yard  re-paved 

14 

9  9 

Cowsheds  repaired 

9 

9  9 

Old  drains  reconstructed 

9 

9  9 

Overcrowding  abated 

— 

9  9 

Urinals  repaired. . 

— 

9  9 

Downspouts  disconnected  from  drains 

16 

9  9 

Cleansing  of  Workshops 

— 

9  9 

Cesspools  repaired 

6 

9  9 

Occupation  of  sheds  abated 

1 

99 

Dairies  constructed 

2 

9  9 

Quarries  fenced 

1 

9  9 

Baths  complete 

17 

9  9 

House  walls  repaired  . . 

43 

9  9 

Food  stores  repaired  . . 

26 

9  9 

Cesspools  constructed 

- - 

9  9 

Other  items  not  mentioned  above 

36 

Total  . . 


1476 


. 
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Shops  Act,  1934,  Sections  10  and  13  (3). 

Number  of  visits  paid  under  the  above  Act  during 

1937  . . 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 
Remedied 

Smoke  Abatement. 

3  observations  of  chimneys  in  the  district  were  made  during 
the  year,  3  showing  excessive  emission  of  black  smoke.  No 
Statutory  Notices  were  issued. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

None  exist  in  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infected  . .  2 

Number  Disinfected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Other  houses  found  to  be  infested  . .  .  .  . .  40 

Number  disinfested  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Method  Employed. 

Fumigation  by  Cymex  Clocks  and  Hydro  Cyanide  Gas  for 
Furniture. 

Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  and  where  vermin 
is  found,  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  Contractors. 

Schools. 

The  water  supply  and  sanitary  conditions  of  all  the  schools 
in  the  district  are  quite  satisfactory.  School  children  who  came 
in  contact  with  any  case  of  infectious  disease  were  excluded  from 
school  for  a  definite  period.  Disinfections  were  carried  out  at 
the  Schools  when  it  was  found  that  any  child  had  attended  whilst 
in  an  infectious  state.  It  was  found  necessary  to  close  16  schools 
where  epidemics  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Mumps 
prevailed. 

There  would  appear  to  be  some  disagreement  regarding 
the  closure  of  schools  during  times  of  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  epidemics.  To  my  mind,  the  rightful  course  seems  obvious. 
Schools  can  be  hot-beds  of  infection,  and  it  would  appear  wiser 
to  close  a  school  as  soon  as  the  occurrence  of  an  epidemic  be 
established,  rather  than  to  wait  until  the  absentee-number  be 
considerable. 


187 

2 

2 
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Premises  Controlled  by  Byelaws  or  Regulations. 

There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  or  common  lodging 
Houses. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  occupied  as  dwelling-houses,  of  which 
there  are  12  in  the  district,  were  all  found  in  a  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion. 


Offensive  Trades. 

The  fat  refineries  were  at  all  times  found  satisfactory.  Fish 
Friers  have  been  declared  as  an  offensive  trade,  but  no  action  was 
necessary  in  respect  of  this. 

There  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms  in  the  district. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premise*. 


(1) 


Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 


Number  of 


Inspections. 


Written 

Notices. 


Occupier* 

Prosecuted. 


(2)  |  (3)  |  (4) 


Total 


■ 


. 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

(5) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

insufficient 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary 

accom- 

unsuitable  or  defective 

modation 

not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Other  offences 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Sche¬ 
dule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Trans¬ 
fer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921. 

Total 

. 


’ 
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Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  108. 


Nature  of  Work 

(1) 

Instances 

(2) 

Notices 

served 

(it) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(4) 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  &c. 

_ 

Cleaning  and  Washing  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Household  Linen 

— 

— 

— 

Lace,  Lace  Curtains  and  Nets 

— 

— 

_ 

Curtains  and  Furniture  Hangings  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and  Upholstery 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate  . . 

— 

— 

— 

File  Making 

— 

Brass  and  Brass  Articles 

— 

_ 

Fur  Pulling 

— 

— 

— 

Cables  and  Chains 

— 

— 

— 

Anchors  and  Grapnels 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  Gear 

— 

— 

— 

Locks,  Latches  and  Keys 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  &c. 

— 

— 

Artificial  Flowers 

— 

— 

Nets,  other  than  Wire  Nets  . . 

— 

— 

Tents  . .  . .  . . 

— 

— 

Sacks 

— 

— 

Racquet  and  Tennis  Balls 

— 

— 

— 

Paper,  &c.,  Boxes,  Paper  Bags 

— 

— 

— 

Brush  Making  . . 

— 

— 

Pea  Picking 

— 

_ 

Feather  Sorting 

— 

— 

— 

Carding,  &c.,  of  Buttons,  &c. 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  Toys  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  Making 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and  Sweetmeats  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Cosaques,  Christmas  Crackers, 
Christmas  Stockings,  &c.  . . 

_ 

— 

Textile  Weaving 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  within  the  district  where  rag  flock  is 
manufactured,  used  or  sold. 


' 

. 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

The  increased  activity  in  Housing  matters  going  on  through¬ 
out  the  Country  is  reflected  amply  in  this  District,  and  the 
problem  is  being,  and  will  continue  to  be,  energetically  handled. 


Housing  Statistics. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  681 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  916 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  . .  . .  681 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  681 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  needing  further  action  177 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  49 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  128 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  84 


. 

, , 

, 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18,  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  20 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

(б)  By  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners  . .  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners  . .  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  19  and  21  of  the 
Housing  Agt,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  etc.,  made  in  respect 

of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation . .  49 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  28 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  26 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
undertakings  were  accepted  from  owners,  Section 

19(2)-.  1 . 

(a)  to  render  houses  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  — 

( b )  as  to  usuage  other  than  for  human  habita¬ 

tion 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930 


■ 


■ 
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(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing  Orders  . .  — 

(3)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
made  fit  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

4.  Unhealthy  Areas. 

No  action. 

5.  Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  1937. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  . .  .  .  . .  . .  76 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

Total .  137 


6.  Overcrowding. 

With  regard  to  the  overcrowding,  one  can  say  that  it  is 
falling.  The  birth  of  one  child,  or  the  death  of  a  family-member, 
can  render  a  house  overcrowded  or  uncrowded  respectively. 

Overcrowding  at  the  end  of  1937 — 

Total  families  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  1937  was  121. 


/ 
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SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supply. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Cowsheds,  Milk  Shops,  Dairies. 

On  the  31st  December,  1937,  there  were  45  wholesale  pro¬ 
ducers,  53  producer  retailers  and  35  retailers. 

364  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  farms  and  dairies  : 
the  average  number  of  dairy  cattle  kept  in  the  district  was  1212. 

52  samples  of  milk  produced  in  the  district  obtained  by 
County  Inspectors  were  examined  for  bacterial  count. 

The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  samples. 


Samples  of  Milk  submitted  to  County  Bacteriologist. 


No. 

Methylene 

Blue  Test. 

Period  before  Decolourisa- 
tion  ;in  hours)  or  insert 

S,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Coliform  Test. 

Remarks. 

1 

s. 

Not  applied 

Satisfactory. 

2 

s. 

do. 

do. 

3 

s. 

do. 

do. 

4 

s. 

do. 

do. 

5 

s. 

do. 

do. 

6 

s. 

do. 

do. 

7 

s. 

do. 

do. 

8 

s. 

do. 

do. 

9 

s. 

do. 

do. 

10 

s. 

do. 

do. 

11 

s. 

do. 

do. 

12 

s. 

do. 

do. 

13 

s. 

do. 

do. 

14 

\  hour 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

15 

3  hours 

do. 

do. 

16 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

17 

s. 

do. 

do. 

18 

s. 

do. 

do. 

19 

3^  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

20 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

21 

4  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

/ 
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No. 

Methylene 

Blue  Test. 

Period  before  Decolourisa- 
tion  (in  hours)  or  insert 

S,  as  the  case  may  be. 

I 

Coliform  Test. 

Remarks. 

22 

s. 

Not  applied 

Satisfactory 

23 

s. 

do. 

do. 

24 

4  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

25 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

26 

S. 

do. 

do. 

27 

s. 

do. 

do. 

28 

s. 

do. 

do. 

29 

s. 

do. 

do. 

30 

4  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

31 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

32 

S. 

do. 

do. 

33 

s. 

do. 

do. 

34 

s. 

do. 

do. 

35 

3J  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

36 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

37 

S. 

do. 

do. 

38 

S. 

do. 

do. 

39 

S. 

do. 

do. 

40 

S. 

do. 

do. 

41 

S. 

do. 

do. 

42 

S. 

-  do. 

do. 

43 

S. 

do. 

do. 

44 

S. 

do. 

do. 

45 

S. 

do. 

do. 

46 

s. 

do. 

do. 

47 

5  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

48 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

49 

1  hour 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

50 

4  hours 

do. 

do. 

51 

S. 

do. 

do. 

52 

4|  hours 

do. 

do. 

( b )  Meat  Inspection  and  Other  Foods. 

Inspection  of  meat  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Briddick,  who  examined  the  carcases  at  the  time 
of  slaughter.  The  examination  of  the  Table  of  Condemned  Meat 
(page  46)  shew  the  activities  in  this  branch. 
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Tuberculosis,  although  much  diminished  in  incidence  since 
1936,  was  again  outstanding  as  a  chief  cause  for  the  official 
condemning  and  destruction  of  meat  ;  noteworthy  organs  affected 
again  being  pig’s  heads  and  bovine  lungs. 

459  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses  during  the  year. 

(c)  Adulteration. 

This  is  under  the  provision  of  the  County  Council. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

No  samples  of  food,  other  than  milk,  were  submitted  for 
Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examination. 

(e)  Nutrition. 

No  action  was  taken  in  this  respect  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  F. — PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 

Scarlet  Fever. 

76  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year, 
this  was  an  increase  of  almost  50%  on  the  number  notified  during 
the  year  1936. 

The  attack  rate  per  1 ,000  population  was  4.3. 

Notification  of  all  infectious  diseases  is  chiefly  given  by 
telephone,  this  expedites  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  and  to  a  large  degree  minimizes  the  spread 
of  infection. 

73  cases,  representing  95%  were  treated  in  hospital,  the 
remaining  4  cases  were  treated  at  home  ;  the  accommodation 
being  quite  satisfactory  and  no  secondary  cases  occurred. 

Scarlet  Antitoxin  was  administered  to  selected  cases.  The 
results  were  not  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  warrant  administration 
to  every  case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

It  appeared  that  such  complications  as  acute  otitis  media, 
cervical  adenitis,  acute  mephritis  and  rheumatism,  were  not 
lowered  in  incidence.  It  was  found  that  with  the  various  prepara¬ 
tions  of  anti-toxin  on  the  market,  mild  untoward  results  such  as 
irritating  rashes  were  prevalent.  Experiments  are  still  being 
carried  out. 

Diphtheria. 

40  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported  and  all  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  ;  two  deaths  occurred. 

The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  2.2.  On 
admission  to  Hospital,  8,000  units  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  are 
administered  to  each  patient,  and  in  grave  cases  the  dose  is 
increased  up  to  60,000  units. 

It  was  found  that  the  mortality  rate  and  the  occurrence  of 
complications,  e.g.  myocarditis  and  various  paralyses  are  in¬ 
fluenced  by  such  factors  as  the  age  of  patient  (i.e.  the  younger  the 
patient  the  graver  the  outlook)  and  the  duration  of  the  disease 
before  the  administration  of  antitoxin. 
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In  spite  of  the  publicity  given  in  the  Press,  local  and 
national,  cases  yet  occur  where  the  medical  practitioner  has  not 
been  called  in  until  such  time  as  the  disease  has  secured  a 
dangerous  foothold. 

The  campaign  for  diphtheria  immunisation  continues  to 
be  pressed  annually,  the  work  being  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  private  practitioners. 

The  response,  although  encouraging  is  not  adequate.  The 
Council  has  a  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin,  easily  and  imme¬ 
diately  available  to  medical  practitioners  in  the  district  for  use, 
pending  the  results  of  swabs  taken,  etc.  Although  most  cases 
should  be  diagnosed  on  clinical  grounds  alone.  To  give  an  in¬ 
adequate  dose  of  antitoxin  is  as  futile  as  to  give  none  at  all. 
Some  of  the  cases  seen  have  been  rapidly  toxic,  almost  fulminat¬ 
ing. 

Enteric. 

There  was  no  case  of  Enteric  Fever  reported. 

Measles. 

No  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of  measles  serum 
for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year,  as  in  1936. 

By  special  arrangement  all  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
are  removed  to  Hemsworth  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment,  due 
to  lack  of  suitable  accommodation  at  Carr  Gate. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1937. 


i  otal 

C  ases 

1  otal 
Deaths 

Disease. 

(  ases 

admitted 

Notified. 

to  Hospital 

M 

F  TOTAL. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

76 

73 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

40 

37 

1 

1 

2 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

V 

Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  . .  \ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . .  j 

4 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  generally 

18 

— 

4 

4 

8 

notifiable  : — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . . 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentry  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

151 

110 

5 

7 

12 

Salient  Facts. 

Scarlet  Fever  increased  by  50%  (approx.)  ;  diphtheria 
approximately  stationary,  due  probably  to  the  good  effects 
of  immunisation  not  having  sufficient  time  to  show  themselves, 
and  to  the  insufficient  percentage  of  children  immunised 
pneumonia  halved  ;  erysipelas  stationary. 
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TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  THE  VARIOUS  TOWNSHIPS. 
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Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Information  concerning  the  prevalence  of  acute  non-notifiable 
infectious  diseases  was  chiefly  gathered  from  the  drop  in  the 
attendance  of  school  children.  Measles  was  prevalent,  here  again 
it  was  not  possible  to  obtain  the  number  actually  affected. 

No  information  reached  me  of  the  occurrence  of  Anthrax, 
Epedemic  Jaundice,  Rheumatic  Fever,  Undulant  Fever  or 
Psittacosis. 

Verminous  Persons. 

Arrangements  for  cleansing  of  verminous  people,  clothing, 
bedding,  and  all  textile  articles  likely  to  contain  vermin,  are  made 
with  the  City  of  Leeds  when  the  occurrence  arises.  The  infested 
articles  are  steam  disinfected  and,  during  the  occupier’s  stay  at 
the  cleansing  station,  the  premises  are  fumigated.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  take  any  action  during  1937 

Disinfection. 

This  is  carried  out  at  every  place  where  a  notifiable  infectious 
disease  has  occurred,  and  where  there  has  been  a  death  from 
Tuberculosis.  Houses  in  which  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  reside 
are  disinfected  periodically — every  3  months.  Disinfection  is  also 
done  when  a  tuberculous  person  leaves  home  and  enters  a  sana¬ 
torium. 

The  method  employed  is  formalin  sprayer  and  lamps. 

This  work  is  done  by  a  trained  workman  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Cancer. 

There  were  23  deaths  from  Cancer  ;  increase  of  3  over  1936. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  during  the 
year  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of 
persons  suffering  from  injury  or  any  diseases  of  the  eyes. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

4  cases  were  notified,  and  information  transferred  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a  decrease  of  1  since  1936. 
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Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  Sec.  62  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925. 

Although  the  pertinent  numbers  are  insufficient  in  this 
district  to  form  any  considered  opinion  with  regard  to  the  problem 
of  Tuberculosis,  it  would  seem  that  the  disease-incidence  is  not 
so  large.  The  same  caution  must  apply  in  regard  to  the  age¬ 
grouping,  with  respect  to  new  cases  notified. 


Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

0— 

1  — 

5— 

— 

— 

3  — 

— 

-7- 

1 

— 

15— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

3 

1 

o 

— •  ■ — 

O 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Z 

1  — 

Z 

— 

— 

— 

55— 

— 

2 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

•  • 

5 

6 

4  — 

3 

3 

1 

— 

- 
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Tuberculosis  Notifications  (New  Cases)  for  past  9  years. 


Pulmonary 

| 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

1929 

17 

14 

31 

1930 

21 

10 

31 

1931 

25 

7 

32 

1932 

12 

10 

22 

1933 

11 

1 5 

26 

1934 

10 

10 

20 

1935 

12 

6 

18 

1936 

10 

8 

18 

1937 

11 

4 

15 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  is  quite  efficient  and 
there  has  been  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  Medical  Practitioners  to  notify  this  disease. 

Rat  Destruction. 

The  destruction  of  rats  is  systematically  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Wherever  rats  are  known  to  exist  every  attempt  is 
being  made  to  destroy  them. 

During  the  National  Rat  Week  baits  were  distributed  to 
occupiers  of  premises  where  rats  were  suspected,  in  addition  the 
Council  laid  baits  on  the  various  refuse  tips.  It  is  impossible  to 
state  how  many  rats  were  actually  destroyed  during  the  year. 

Mosquitoes  and  Other  Insects. 

All  stagnant  pools  throughout  the  district  were  sprayed  at 
various  intervals  with  insecticide. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1937. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

All  Causes 

117 

85 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers... 

•  •  • 

1  ... 

2  Measles 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

4  Whooping  Cough  ... 

i 

i 

5  Diphtheria  ... 

. . . 

2 

6  Influenza 

2 

3 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica 

8  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

2 

1 

1 1  Syphilis 

12  .General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis... 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

12 

11 

14  Diabetes 

3 

2 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

9 

4 

16  Heart  disease 

25 

28 

17  Aneurysm  ... 

.  .  . 

... 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

5 

19  Bronchitis  ... 

2 

2 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

4 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

... 

22  Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

... 

23  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

24  Appendicitis 

3 

1 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

... 

... 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

•  4 

i 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

3 

3 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

... 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malforma- 

... 

2 

tion,  etc.  ... 

6 

4 

32  Senility 

7 

O 

33  Suicide 

3 

34  Other  violence 

9 

3 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

10 

4 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) — 

Small-pox  ... 

... 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

... 

Polioencephalitis  ... 

... 

... 

Deaths  of  Infants  1  TotaA  V 

under  1  vear  Legitimate  . 

14 

14 

8 

8 

under  l  year  ,  lllegitimate  . 

.  .  . 

(  Total  ... 

182 

128 

Live  Births  ...  {  Legitimate 

175 

126 

1  Illegitimate 

7 

2 

i  Total 

7 

8 

Stillbirths  ...  Legitimate 

5 

7 

i  Illegitimate 

2 

1 

Population  (Resident) ... 

17,580 

. 


' 

. 
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Wakefield  Rural  District  Council. 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wakefield  Rural  District  Council. 

I  respectfully  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  Sanitary 
features  of  the  district  and  the  improvements  affected  during 
the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1937. 

The  duties  of  a  Sanitary  Inspector  are  very  complex  and 
the  time  spent  on  the  various  items  dealt  with,  cannot  be  adequate¬ 
ly  detailed. 

The  introduction  of  cleansing  by  direct  labour  and  mechanical 
vehicles,  has  taken  up  much  of  my  time  and  incidentally  I  have 
not  been  able  to  concentrate  on  other  matters  so  much  as  I  desired. 
Nevertheless  the  work  of  my  department  and  the  improvements 
effected  may  be  considered  quite  satisfactory.  Cleansing  is 
progressing  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  It  has  not  yet  reached  the 
standard  I  hope  to  achieve,  but  I  can  confidently  say  that  many 
of  the  townships  have  received  much  better  attention  than  that 
of  the  Contract  system. 

I  do  know  that  no  individual  house  is  being  purposely 
neglected  as  happened  under  the  old  system. 

Conversions  also  occupied  much  time.  Progress  during  the 
year  in  this  direction  has  been  satisfactory.  The  Township  of 
Walton  and  Sharlston  are  completed  and  I  hope  to  say  the  same 
in  respect  of  Crofton  and  Crigglestone  at  the  end  of  1938. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the 
valued  assistance  I  have  received  during  the  past  year  from  the 
Members  of  the  Council,  the  Officers  of  the  various  departments 
and  the  Staff  under  my  control. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOS.  H.  BRIDDICK, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Notices  and  Correspondence. 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  (Public  Health 
Acts) 

Do.  Statutory  Notices,  Public  Health  Act, 

1875,  Sec.  36  . 

Do.  Statutory  Notices,  Public  Health  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act,  1907,  Sec.  39 
Do.  Statutory  Notices  (Sec.  9)  Housing  Act, 

1936  “  . 

Do.  Statutory  Notices  (Sec.  11)  Housing  Act, 

1936  ‘  . 

Do.  Statutory  Notices  (Sec.  48)  Housing  Act, 

1936  '  . 

Do.  Informal  Notices  served 

Do.  Letters  sent 

Do.  Sec.  51,  Housing  Act,  1936 

Do.  Sec.  62,  Housing  Act,  1936 


12 


18 


20 


71 


1 

85 

776 

1 

75 


Total  . .  1060 


Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  Sanitary  Committee  .  .  31 

Number  of  reported  nuisances  outstanding,  1937 

Number  abated  on  Service  of  Statutory  Notice  (Public 

Health  Acts)  . .  .  .  . .  . .  31 

Do.  abated  before  Statutory  Notice  was  served. . 

Do.  of  reported  nuisances  outstanding,  1937 


Houses  Erected,  1937. 


Bretton 

Crigglestone 

C.rofton 

i 

Chevet 

Kirkhamgate 

_ 

— 

c 

* 

V 

Z 

Sharlston 

Sitlington 

Walton 

Warm  field 

Total 

Private  Enterprise 

Temporary  Wooden 

—  17 

25 

— - 

4 

— 

3 

4 

8 

61 

Buildings  (10  years) 
ByCouncil  under  1930 
Act — Old  Aged  Per- 

—  — 

- 

sons’  Bungalows... 
By  the  Council  under 

—  12 

12 

— 

24 

12 

16 

76 

1930  Act — Houses 

1 

Total 

—  29 

37 

— 

4 

- 

3 

28 

20 

16 

137 

' 

* 


. 


S 


* 


•  •  "  •  *• 
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INHABITED  HOUSES. 

Parish  Houses 


Chevet  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Crigglestone  . .  .  •  . .  . .  . .  . .  1194 

Crofton  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  774 

Newland-cum  Woodhouse  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 

Sharlston  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  716 

Sitlington  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  938 

Walton  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  375 

Warmfield-cum-Heath  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  258 

Bretton  West  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 


Total  . .  . .  4357 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  . . 

134 

Cowsheds  . . 

#  # 

364 

Slaughter-houses  . . 

•  • 

459 

Interviews  and  Appointments  in  district 

•  • 

340 

Investigations  of  Complaints 

•  • 

116 

Inspections  of  Works  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances 

325 

Houses  Inspected  (Housing  Act)  and  Recorded 

681 

Works  re  Housing  Act,  1930 

235 

Drain  Testing 

44 

Workshops 

59 

Petroleum  Stores  . . 

12 

Shops 

187 

Bakehouses 

24 

Samples  of  Milk  . . 

52 

Smoke  Observations 

3 

Tents  and  Vans  . . 

4 

Refuse  Tips 

173 

Schools 

2 

Offensive  Trades  .. 

2 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

23 

General  District  Inspection 

134 

Scavenging  Visits 

173 

Visits  Re  Privy  Midden  Conversions  . . 

21 

Revisits  to  Nuisances 

16 

Quarry  Fencing  Act 

3 

Fish  Shops. . 

•  •  •  • 

Total 

11 

3,597 

' 
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Nuisances  Abated  and  Improvements  Effected. 


PARISHES 

ITEMS 

d 

a 

o 

£  d 

c 

C 

T  ^ 

•J 

a 

O 

d 

Mi 

O 

d 

s-g 

M3 

G 

C 

o 

*-» 

d 

qX 

•< 

0 

_M> 

O 

d 

»  0 

<r 

— 

«  a 

H 

03 

u 

U 

u 

O 

O 

Z* 

(/) 

>  3 

•>  O 

o.  of  Privies  converted  into 

water  closets 

— 

7 

106 

— 

— 

3 

i 

— 

6 

123 

t t 

New  water  closets  erect- 

ed  at  old  property  ... 

II 

II 

f  t 

Tub  closets  converted 
Tub  closets  repaired  ... 
Tub  closets  abolished 

— 

— 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

54 

» t 

Privy  IV1  iddensabolished 

— 

2 

37 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

3 

44 

» 1 

Water  closets  repaired 

7 

12 

4 

— 

— 

16 

7 

3 

— 

49 

II 

Privy  middens  repaired 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

>1 

New  aslibins  provided 

6 

20 

133 

— 

— 

12 

15 

4 

6 

196 

ll 

New  drains  constructed 

5 

4 

100 

— 

_ 

5 

8 

— 

3 

125 

i  f 

*  i 

New  gullies  fixed 
Slopstone  sinks  pro- 

12 

9 

24 

— 

— 

4 

9 

3 

4 

65 

1 1 

vided  and  renewed  . 
Waste  pipes  renewed 

5 

8 

16 

— 

3 

6 

2 

1 

41 

and  trapped... 

3 

19 

14 

— 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

44 

il 

Inspection  chambers 

i  » 

built  and  repaired  ... 
Ventilating  shafts  to 

7 

2 

16 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

1 

33 

drains 

3 

4 

13 

— 

_ 

1 

3 

— 

1 

25 

»  i 

Stopped  drains  released 

6 

9 

15 

1 

— 

12 

9 

5 

3 

60 

n 

Lighting,  ventilation 

and  floors  ... 

3 

18 

24 

— 

_ 

38 

16 

9 

7 

115 

r  t 

Windows  repaired 

6 

14 

29 

— 

_ 

17 

9 

3 

4 

82 

ft 

t  * 

Ceilings  repaired 

Eaves,  spouts  and 

1 

5 

7 

— 

— 

12 

6 

— 

4 

35 

downpipes  repaired 

8 

14 

18 

— 

— 

32 

5 

3 

3 

83 

ft 

1 1 

Roofs  repaired 

Flooding  of  cellars  re- 

2 

9 

14 

— 

9 

3 

5 

1 

43 

medied 

Houses  where  dampness 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

6 

was  remedied 

7 

15 

10 

— 

_ 

10 

4 

1 

1 

48 

1 1 

Nuisances  abated  aris- 

ing  from  keeping  of 
animals 

1 1 

Dirty  houses  cleaned  ... 

— 

4 

2 

— 

_ 

3 

1 

— 

— 

10 

1 1 

Offensive  accumulation 

1 

3 

4 

— 

2 

3 

2 

15 

Carried  forward 

82 

179 

641 

1 

189 

116 

40 

48 

1296 

. 


■ 
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ITEMS 

Bretton 

Crigglestone 

Croft  on 

Chevet 

PARISH! 

□ 

a  ft. 

?s  ■  = 

•c  o  o 

•so  % 

It  o  JS 

$ 

£S 

c 

o 

ex 

C 

c/) 

Walton 

Warmfield- 

cunj-Heath 

< 

O 

H 

Biought  forward 

82 

179 

641 

1 

— 

189 

116 

40 

48 

1296 

No.  of  Yards  re-paved 

1 

4 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

6 

_ 

14 

,,  Cowsheds  repaired 

1 

1 

i 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

,,  Old  drains  reconstructed 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

9 

,,  Urinals  repaired 
,,  Downspouts  discon- 

nected  from  drains... 

2 

5 

3 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

16 

,,  Cleansing  of  Workshops 
,,  Occupation  of  sheds 

abated  ...  ..., 

— 

i 

1 

,,  Dairies  constructed  ... 

1 

1 

— 

2 

,,  Quarries  fenced 

— 

i 

i 

,,  Baths  complete  .... 

4 

3 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

17 

,,  House  Walls  repaired 

3 

9 

7 

1 

—  ; 

10 

9 

3 

1 

43 

.,  Food  Stores  repaired...; 

— 

3 

8 

— 

—  ; 

10 

5 

— 

— 

26 

,,  Cesspools  constructed 

Cesspools  repaired  ...j 
,,  Other  items  not  men-' 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

6 

tioned  above 

6 

8 

2 

— 

— 

7 

9 

3 

1 

36 

Total  ... 

102 

216 

677 

3 

i 

222 

155 

50 

51 

1476 

Ditches  cleaned  out  (yds.)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections. 

Disinfections  are  carried  out  by  workmen  specially  trained 
for  this  work  and  the  method  adopted  is  spraying  with  Formaldy- 
hyde  and  Formalin  Lamps.  During  the  year  247  disinfections 
were  carried  out  by  this  method.  In  the  case  of  Verminous  houses, 
de-infestation  is  done  by  spraying  with  a  special  insecticide  and 
fumigation  with  sulphur  candles. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  for  use  in  houses  where  a  case 
of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  and  where  tuberculosis  patients 
reside.  Stores  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants  are  situated  in  each 
of  the  Townships  and  supplies  are  issued  on  the  production  of  a 
note  signed  either  by  myself  or  the  disinfector. 

I  do  not  advocate  the  indiscriminate  use  of  disinfectants. 
Cleanliness,  fresh  air  and  sunlight  are  the  most  important  factors 
in  the  prevention  and  spread  of  disease. 


. 


I 


/ 
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Disinfectants  in  the  hands  of  some  persons  is  more  harmful 
than  useful,  and  the  wasteful  manner  in  which  it  was  used  in  the 
past  compelled  me  to  curtail  the  issue  of  fluid  disinfectant. 


The  following  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  1937  : — 


DISEASES 

Influenza 

DISINFECTIONS 

Tuberculosis 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Vermin 

Other 

Diseases 

•< 

H 

O 

H 

Private  Dwelling  Houses... 

79 

75  41 

i 

i 

42 

1 

i 

1  239 

Schools 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

7 

— 

8 

Other  Places  ... 

— 

—  —  > 

— 

—  ; 

— 

— 

Total 

79 

76  1  41  1 

i 

42  ! 

7 

1 

1  247 

The  result  of  the  disinfections  for  zymotic  diseases  has  been 
very  satisfactory,  and  no  secondary  cases  have  occurred  that 
could  be  traced  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  method  adopted. 

Disinfection  for  tuberculosis  is  carried  out  every  three  months 
in  all  houses  where  active  cases  reside,  and  immediately  after  the 
removal  of  a  patient  to  a  sanatorium.  Disinfection  then  ceases 
until  the  patient  returns  home. 

The  total  number  of  houses  disinfected  for  tuberculosis  during 
the  year  was  79. 

Disinfestation. 

42  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  during  the 
year. 

42  houses  were  submitted  to  fumigation  by  Cimax  Blocks 
and  sprayed  with  Zaldecide.  This  method  gave  every  satisfaction. 

Food  and  Drugs. 

No  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the 
year. 

Cowsheds,  Milk  Shops,  Dairies. 

On  the  31st  December,  1937,  there  were  45  wholesale  produ¬ 
cers,  53  producer  retailers  and  35  retailers. 


' 


4 
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364  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  farms  and  dairies  ; 
the  average  number  of  dairy  cattle  kept  in  the  district  was  1212. 

There  are  12  producers  holding  Accredited  Licences  and  one 
producer  holds  a  Tuberculin  Tested  Licence. 

52  samples  of  milk  produced  in  the  district  obtained  bv 
County  Inspectors  from  accredited  farms. 

The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  samples. 

Samples  of  Milk  from  Accredited  Farms. 


No. 

Methylene 

Blue  Test. 

Period  before  Decolourisa- 
tion  ;in  hours)  or  insert 

S,  as  the  rase  mav  be. 

Coliform  Test. 

Remarks. 

1 

s. 

Not  applied 

Satisfactory. 

2 

s. 

do. 

do. 

3 

s. 

do. 

do. 

4 

s. 

do. 

do. 

5 

s. 

do. 

do. 

6 

s. 

do. 

do. 

7 

s. 

do. 

do. 

8 

s. 

do. 

do. 

9 

s. 

do. 

do. 

10 

s. 

do. 

do. 

11 

s. 

do. 

do. 

12 

s. 

do. 

do. 

13 

s. 

do. 

do. 

14 

4  hour 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

15 

3  hours 

do. 

do. 

16 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

17 

s. 

do. 

do. 

18 

s. 

do. 

do. 

19 

34  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

20 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

21 

4  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

22 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

23 

s. 

do. 

do. 

24 

4  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

25 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

26 

S. 

do. 

do. 
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No. 

Methylene 

Blue  Test. 

Period  before  Decolourisa- 
tion  (in  hours)  or  insert 

S,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Coliform  Test. 

Remarks. 

27 

s. 

Not  applied 

do. 

28 

s. 

do. 

do. 

29 

s. 

do. 

do. 

30 

4  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

31 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

32 

S. 

do. 

do. 

33 

s. 

do. 

do. 

34 

s. 

do. 

do. 

35 

3|  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

36 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

37 

S. 

do. 

do. 

38 

S. 

do. 

do. 

39 

s. 

do. 

do. 

40 

s. 

do. 

do. 

41 

s. 

do. 

do. 

42 

s. 

do. 

do. 

43 

s. 

do. 

do. 

44 

s. 

do. 

do. 

45 

s. 

do. 

do. 

46 

s. 

do. 

do. 

47 

5  hours 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

48 

S. 

do. 

Satisfactory 

49 

1  hour 

do. 

Unsatisfactory 

50 

4  hours 

do. 

do. 

51 

S. 

do. 

do. 

52 

4|  hours 

do. 

do. 

It  will  be  noted  that  1 1  of  these  samples  were  unsatisfactory 
The  producers  responsible  were  interviewed  and  cautioned  and 
improvements  immediately  effected. 

Slaughter-houses. 

On  the  31st  December  there  were  10  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district,  8  of  which  are  regularly  used.  2  were  never 
used  and  the  licence  of  one  will  not  be  renewed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  meat  condemned  and  destroyed 
during  the  year. 


• 

. 


. 


MEAT  CONDEMNED  AND  DESTROYED,  1937. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

In  the  district  there  are  28  Fish  Friers,  2  Fat  Refiners.  The 
conditions  at  these  premises  were  always  found  satisfactory. 

Petroleum  and  Like  Substances. 

25  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  and 
Calcium  Carbide.  12  visits  were  made  to  these  premises.  There 
were  no  accidents  during  the  year  and  no  contraventions  of  the 
Petroleum  Act  discovered. 

Canal  Boats. 

There  are  no  Canal  Boats  registered  in  the  district.  Canal 
Boats  worked  in  the  district  are  chiefly  day  boats  on  which  there 
is  no  sleeping  accommodation. 

No  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

Housing. 

681  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  during  the  year. 
49  were  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  of 
being  repaired  at  a  reasonable  cost.  128  were  found  not  to  be  in 
a  reasonable  state  but  capable  of  being  repaired  at  reasonable 
cost.  916  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of  houses 
28  Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  undertakings  accepted  in 
respect  of  18.  44  houses  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice  and  84  repaired  in  consequence  of  informal  notice. 

3  houses  represented  unfit  and  not  capable  of  being 
repaired  at  reasonable  cost  were  still  under  consideration  pending 
a  reply  from  the  owner. 
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Sanitary  Conveniences. 
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Bretton 

..  16  36 

5 

6 

6 

9  78 

Crigglestone 

..  563  218 

21 

1 

11 

1 

5321347 

Crofton 

..  424  65 

3 

215 

43 

— 

3651115 

Chevet 

..  2  4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

—  10 

Newland-cum-Woodhouse  2  4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2  13 

Sitlington  . . 

..  490  98 

6 

8 

28 

— 

424  1054 

Sharlston 

..  608  19 

2 

— 

30 

3 

5601222 

Walton 

..  360  15 

2 

'  - 

30 

5 

289  701 

Warmfield-cum-Heath 

..  116  62 

11 

18 

5 

4 

96  312 

Total. . 

. .  2581  521 

59 

248 

153 

13 

2277  5852 

Water  closets  are  increasing  and  the  number  of  privy  middens 
decreasing.  Pail  closets  have  remained  stationary.  The  structural 
conditions  of  these  are  exceptionally  good  and  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1907,  no  part  of  the  cost  of  the  con¬ 
version  of  this  type  of  closet  to  water  closets  was  recoverable 
from  the  owners. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  came  into  operation 
on  1st  October,  1937,  now  makes  provision  for  one  half  of  the 
cost  to  be  recovered  from  the  owners.  This  will  enable  the  Council 
to  proceed  to  convert  them  to  water  closets  and  recover  from  the 
owners  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  conversion  of  privy  middens. 

The  standardising  of  the  dustbins  throughout  the  district 
will  eliminate  the  unsatisfactory  type  of  receptacle  which  has  been 
in  common  use  in  some  parts  and  will  facilitate  the  removal  of 
house  refuse. 
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OVERCROWDING. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  121  families  living  under 
conditions  of  overcrowding,  as  shown  by  the  following  table  : — 

Size  of  Families  in  Units. 


3*  4 

4* 

5  ;  54 

6  6|  7 

7  i  8 

84  9  94  10  104  11 1  Total 

10  8 

4 

5  1  14 

32  4  14 

5  8 

55  6  1  |  121 

Quite  an  appreciable  number  of  families  have  been  transferred 
by  the  Owners  of  private  property  and  this  together  with  the 
action  of  the  Council  in  offering  overcrowded  families  existing 
Council  Houses  as  they  become  vacant  has  reduced  the  number 
of  overcrowded  families  from  368  in  1936  to  121  31st  December, 
1937. 

A  reduction  of  67.32%  of  the  total  reported  on  29th  April, 
1936. 

Scavenging. 

The  total  cost  of  scavenging  throughout  the  district  for  the 
year,  1st  April,  1937,  to  31st  March,  1938,  was  £2,206  Os.  7d. 

The  average  cost  of  scavenging  per  house  was  10s.  Hd. 

The  scavenging  with  mechanical  refuse  waggons  was  com¬ 
menced  on  the  1st  May,  1937.  This  was  an  entirely  new  departure, 
the  whole  of  the  scavenging  throughout  the  district  beingbnder- 
taken  by  direct  labour. 

During  the  first  3  months  many  difficulties  were  faced  both 
with  the  waggons  and  the  men  who  were  strange  to  the  various 
parts  of  the  district  and  consequently  the  cost  of  the  work 
increased. 

Now  that  the  workmen  have  now  got  settled  down  to  the 
district  and  the  defects  in  the  waggons  overcome  I  anticipate 
better  results  will  be  obtained  during  the  following  year. 

Motor  Cesspit  Emptier. 

The  motor  cesspit  emptier  has  given  satisfaction  during  the 
year.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cesspits  to 
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be  cleansed  and  the  number  will  continue  to  increase  as  more 
houses  are  being  built  which  are  not  adjacent  to  the  sewers. 

The  total  nett  cost  for  the  motor  cesspit  emptier  for  the 
year  1937  was  £404. 


